93                       HARVEST FROM THE DESERT

I was particularly struck with the thoroughness
and rapidity with which the 8,000 acres leased out
temporarily last year has been cleared of jungle, laid
out, irrigated by steam power, and made to produce
a fine crop of wheat and oil seeds this Rabi"

Experiments in gardening were equally thorough
and interesting. A big orchard, covering twelve
acres, was planted on the most suitable land. The
area was divided into different plots each acre being
divided into four plots, and each plot having one
kind of fruit.

Protection from the high winds, which is the
first necessity of young trees, was ensured by the
planting of a group of fast-growing trees bordering
the whole area, On one side was a mulberry planta-
tion, on two sides plantains* and Jamoa and daman
covered the fourth side The planting of trees in
deep irrigation trenches was avoided* nor were the
plants planted deeply in the soil Care was taken
by following the accepted pruning, and other
methods, to produce straight and weII-formed trees.
Grafting, layering, budding* and the striking of cut-
tings were adopted according to the accepted
methods, and a small nursery was planted to supply
trees for the orchard

The results of the orchard experiment art inter-
esting, particularly in view of the rapid recent
development of fruit farming, and the making 06
fruit products in the Punjab* It was found that
the citrus group showed the best result* Large